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A Man’s World 

- Shreya Reddy, Neha Dadke 

 

 

It is 1991 and Anita Hill has just spent the last eight hours telling her story of sexual 

harassment to a panel of men. She had relived an experience she should never have been 

familiar with in the first place, and has paid for her courage, her agonizing, sleepless nights 



 

 

by being questioned. She begins by telling them that the idea of having a social relationship 

with a supervisor made her uncomfortable and they respond by asking her how she could 

have allowed this to go on within the headquarters without doing anything. 

 

It is 2018, and eleven delegates have come together to build a world that offers equitable 

opportunities to all, thus determining exact scales of accountability. 

 

One incredibly important issue that women are contending with is that of financial 

dependence. It can dictate their ability to control their own lives and ensure that they are not 

dependent on their tormentors; on families forcing them to get married or abusive husbands 

forcing themselves upon them.  

 

There is often a hierarchy followed within families and these almost always have the man at 

the top. There is contentious school of thought that claims that this hierarchy is necessary, 

for without it familial order will fall apart. And while this is problematic in various ways, the 

biggest problem lies in their biggest defense- that this hierarchy is a matter of privacy and 

public thought should not be allowed to infringe upon it. And yet we see that this isn’t true. 

When a hierarchy is followed on the domestic front, it becomes nearly impossible to stop it 

from bleeding into other areas of life. Women who are treated as inferior beings at home, 

face similar treatment in their workspaces with less pay for the same work, sexual 

harassment and discriminatory hiring practices. This is to say, women’s treatment at home 

enables men to assume the position of power in a public space as well.  

 

The committee boasted a relatively well-balanced committee, with 5 female delegates and 6 

male delegates and this contributed to  the first success the committee could take home. 

Too often, we have seen men deciding on women’s issues. This trend was alive and thriving 

when Anita Hill faced a panel that consisted only of men, and when the Trump administration 

created a panel of only men to create and pass bills that would affect women’s healthcare.  

 

 The committee on the second and final day, should have ideally had a resolution ready and 

had clearly defined blocs ready. However, the blocs previously divided into two coalesced 

into one, by popular consensus. This was, the delegates claimed, in order to come up with 

several solutions that will work better. While this does indicate a drastic and inexplicable 

change in foreign policy that will likely have unfavourable effects on their trade relations, it 

also indicates the advantages of having a panel that is gender balanced. A panel that is 

inclusive and has the perspective of those the committee aims to uplift, allows for policies 

that are gender sensitive and sustainable, because they are passed after a more thorough 

understanding of the issue. Moreover, the committee also opened its doors to small 

countries, often overlooked and dismissed, such as Tunisia, Croatia and Pakistan and in 

doing so, bridged the gap that exists between them and first world countries such as the UK. 

This has two benefits, namely the dismantling of the perception of these countries as overly 

conservative and incapable of change, and makes these countries more receptive towards 

female empowerment, still seen as western ideal in most of the developing world. 



 

 

MY TENTACLES OF THOUGHT  

- Shreya Reddy 

What I see in the present day explores the intricacies of “THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN 

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT” an agenda of the UNEGEEW. Women 

subordination was seen having its roots in their exclusion from the market sphere 

and their limited access and control over resources. 

Women always had dual responsibilities in domestic chores in contribution to 

economic development. It is unfortunate to note that seventy percent of their time is 

spent in fulfilling their domestic responsibilities and there is very little or no focus on 

economic development. 

Thus, the countries should give enough opportunities for empowerment so that their 

economic development improves. The country should import necessary skills to 

ensure that they are productive in market place. 

 

 

TO IGNITE 

- Shreya Reddy 
In the developing countries about 40% to 50% people earn their living through 

manual labour and are unable to attain a high standard of living through manual jobs 

because they are not capable of performing better jobs. The reason they do not have 

the skill to perform high paying jobs is because they lack an education that allows 

them to perform skilled labour.  

Therefore, it is essential and imperative that the countries must focus and allot 

enough budget to ensure that every citizen gets good quality and free education. In 

case the country is not able to afford free education for its citizens, they should 

explore the possibilities of foreign aid and development aid from NGOs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

‘REAL ARCHITECTS OF THE SOCIETY’ 
- Janya Talwar 

 
 

 
"There is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of women. 
Women are the real architects of the society." Across the world, educating and 
empowering women has proven time and again to be the catalyst for repair socio-
economic growth. 
 
Moved by this, the delegates of the committee United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and Empowerment of Women raised many motions to move into moderated 
caucuses, in order to discuss certain issues that have effected women deeply. 
 
Not once deviating from the agenda -the role of women in economic development- 
the committee was occupied in a cooperative and collaborative dialogue. Keeping in 
mind the main motive of the session, all the delegates put forward the viewpoints of 
their countries, giving importance to unanimity. 
 
The session began with the chair addressing the gathering with the rules of 
procedure and Pakistan raising a motion to move into a formal session. With an 
overwhelming majority against the motion raised by Pakistan, the chair repeated the 
rules of procedure to the gathering and decided for a revolving process with the chair 
deciding to establish a general speakers’ list. As UK, Pakistan, Croatia, Panama, 



 

 

China and several other countries speak, the committee often deviated from the 
formal session. Initiated by UK, a fruitful moderated caucus began, where delegates 
spoke about the problem of gender pay gap. Several delegates spoke about this 
problem and suggested possible solutions to this problem because they believed it 
required immediate attention. After thorough discussions of other problems, the chair 
notified the delegates about the resolutions and stated "It's all right if we don't pass a 
resolution. What matters is how well informed we all are." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

And so it goes… 

-      Neha Dadke 

 
The UNHRC is committed to the recognition of human rights, and the ratification of 

them. The committee decided to focus specifically on the provision of education to 

the underprivileged as access to education is an incredibly vital factor to consider 

while assessing an individual’s ability to attain certain standards of living. 

The committee’s first session began at 11:40a.m.and thus commenced a session full 

ofideas, solutions and the identification of problems, with Pakistan leading the 

GeneralSpeakers’ list, followed by the United Kingdom, South Africa, Slovakia and 

more. 

They began by describing the issues that currently plagued their countries and acted 

as impediments to the advancement of their education systems. Once the status quo 

had been effectively established, the delegates moved on to forming alliances, and 

perhaps more importantly, starting a conversation about current and future solutions. 

They raised important questions about the efficacy of solutions and questioned each 

other extensively on why specific solutions had failed in the past, or why certain 

ideas must be discarded. 



 

 

In a world fraught with complexities and icy relations, the delegates’ willingness to 

work together is a welcome change, and one that will hopefully end with a resolution 

that is inclusive and sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Truth that Afghanistan Won’t 

Acknowledge 

- Neha Dadke 

 
 
“Afghanistan is a victim (of Taliban). As much a victim as Pakistan,” the delegate of 

Afghanistan declares, looking around, daring someone to contradict him.  

 

As UNHRC continues with its agenda of providing education to the underprivileged, it 

becomes apparent that the solutions the world needs are not mere promises, nor more 

incendiary rhetoric, much of which has already taken place in the international arena. And 

solutions such as these can only arise from a willingness to acknowledge the reality of the 

situation; Afghanistan’s situation.  

 

But as the delegates re-group for the second session of the day, it becomes obvious that 

Afghanistan is either unwilling to accept the truth, or has decided to entirely place the onus 

of repairing Afghanistan’s education system, which lies in near ruins, with 3.5 million children 

out of school, and 85 percent of them girls,1 on the countries that did not stop Taliban’s entry 

into Afghanistan, or partially aided them.  

                                                           
1https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/17/afghanistan-girls-struggle-education 



 

 

 

They claim that even though it has been seventeen years since the Taliban has left, they 

continue to suffer from the damage it caused to their country. It is clear that they see 

victimhood as their prerogative but how much of this is true, remains to be seen. 

 

 What role did the Taliban play in Afghanistan? 
The Taliban forcibly wrested power from the Soviets and by 1996, most of the land 

was ruled by Taliban, an Islamic fundamentalist group. They were ejected from the 

country through a coalition led by NATO and the U.S. has since then poured a 

considerable sum of money into maintaining U.S. troops on Afghan soil to prevent a 

comeback. 

Unfortunately, this does not seem to have worked, since the Taliban’s retreat in 2001 

was not the last Afghanistan saw of them. 

 

 Taliban in 2018 
In a study recently conducted, it has been revealed that the Taliban are active in 70% 

of Afghanistan. It began with a small resurgence, building its way up to attacks in 

important centres like Kunduz and Helmand. 2 

 

 The relevance of this rule 
If the Taliban are indeed such a heavy presence in Afghanistan, and even if one 

were to be sceptical of the study, it establishes, at the very least, that the Taliban is 

far from dead. They are there, if not well and thriving on the misery of the natives.  

Afghanistan thus, remains a war-torn country with civilians losing their ability to 

exercise fundamental and ideally, inalienable rights, a prominent one being the right 

to education. A refusal to own up to the government’s inability to use the funds 

provided by donors to rebuild the education system is no longer an offence that can 

be forgiven, not after 17 years of foreign aid. 

 

While it is true that Afghanistan has not had much time to recover, there are countries that 

have suffered similar fates and still attempted to bridge the gaps in their education system, 

with Rwanda being a leading example in the attempt to create equality of the sexes by 

providing equal access to education. Afghanistan consistently refuses to move past their 

Rwandan genocide, and as such, has been unable to bring about meaningful changes. In 

fact, while Afghanistan has in recent years been one of the largest recipients in the world of 

donor funding, only between 2 and 6 percent of this assistance has gone to the education 

sector.3 

 

                                                           
2https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-taliban-study/taliban-active-in-70-
percent-of-afghanistan-bbc-study-finds-idUSKBN1FK03C 
3 3 https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/10/17/i-wont-be-doctor-and-one-day-youll-be- 

sick/girls-access-education-afghanistan 

 



 

 

Their government and Ministry of Education, criticised for being corrupt, must take charge 

and implement solutions that can start anywhere, from allocating funds to train teachers, 

building toilets for girls to use in schools, to assigning vans to take them to school.  

The time has come for Afghanistan to acknowledge that their government has failed their 

citizens just as much as the promise of sovereignty in the international community has failed 

them. Unless they do so, the little progress they have achieved may well be reversed and 

lost.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An absence of diplomacy? 

-   By Janya Talwar 

 
 

"There is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of women. 
Women are the real architects of the society." Across the world, educating and 
empowering women has proven time and again to be the catalyst for repair socio-
economic growth. The UN women works for the empowerment of women. Inspired 
by this, the agenda for the committee session was the role of women in economic 
development. 



 

 

 
The fact of being first timers led to several confusions during the session. Countries 
seemed to have forgotten their foreign policies. After raising a motion to move into 
an unmoderated caucus, Pakistan had moved into a discussion with United Kingdom 
and United Arab Emirates, instead of approaching China. Pakistan was dubious and 
hesitant about going to China. By doing so, Pakistan went against its foreign policy. 
Does this mean that Pakistan won't be consulting China in any further foreign policy 
decisions ? Or will 13 countries form a block to draft a resolution together, ignoring 
their foreign policies? 
 
As the session proceeded further, a cooperative and collaborative bunch was seen, 
where all the participating countries had grouped themselves as one team, leading to 
similar conclusions. Getting organized as one unit could cause tussles and disputes 
in the future. As a result of which, countries might fall apart. Thus, a problem in the 
council is prominent. The countries must discuss all their issues before a resolution 
is to be drafted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Getting to know… 

- Neha Dadke 

 
 

The agenda adopted by the committee is of utmost importance and since it is 

pertinent to today’s world provides delegates with the kind of information that 

they need. The chair of UNHRC, Paridhi Sardar, upon being asked about her 

expectations for the committee admitted that her rule of thumb for committees 

with a majority of first timers was to not go into it with any expectations at all. 

Once she had sufficiently gauged their level of knowledge about the 

procedures to be followed and the kind of research they would require, her 

expectations shifted accordingly. Moreover, she thinks that despite being 

restrained by their lack of procedural knowledge and information about their 

countries’ foreign policies, their performance has significantly improved by the 

second day. In fact, she was taken aback by the amount of improvement she 

could see in their performances. They were less hesitant on the second day, 



 

 

and had covered all their bases. She did add, however, that she felt that the 

delegates had been quite well-informed, considering that this was their first 

time at an MUN. 

While MUNs are ultimately expected to end with resolutions being passed, the 

chair feels quite strongly that the passing of a resolution isn’t the only way to 

measure the success of a MUN. In fact, she believes that it is equally 

important for them to be aware of the procedures to be followed and the 

stance that their countries have currently adopted. 

The interview ended with the chair’s assessment of the relevance and 

importance of MUNs in our lives. She feels that since they equip an individual 

with the kind of knowledge required in various sectors, such as universities, 

interviews, or anything pertaining knowledge of the world around you, it is 

extremely useful for students to attend MUNs. Her own experience is a 

testament to this, and she strongly encourages more participation. 


